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history and eloquence, and to frequent the theatre.    He
is to make up for lost time in the study of books.

The education of Emile, the ideal man, is followed
by that of Sophie, the ideal woman. But Rousseau does
not conceive that the woman is educated for any other
purpose than to be suited to the man. He says, * all
the education of women ought to be relative to men.
To please them, to be useful to them, to make them-
selves loved by them, to bring them up w^ien they are
little, to care for them when they are grown up, to
counsel them, to console them, to render their lives
agreeable and pleasant, such have been the duties of
women in all time.' If we do not accede to this principle
we shall not go straight to our point. Sophie is to
learn religion from her mother. She is to pay special
attention to the duties of housekeeping, but in all this
she is to be charming. She is to practise lace-making
because she looks pretty whilst she is doing it; she is to
let the dinner fall into the fire rather than stain her apron
or her cuffs. Emile meets Sophie, falls in love with her,
and, after two years spent in travelling, returns and marries*
her.

We shall see something of'the influence of Emile in
future chapters. Rousseau tried to answer cant by para-
dox. He violently opposed the current practices of his
day in education by sketching out a scheme equally full
of contradictions, and equally unsatisfactory in results.